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Inslee order shuts down schools 


Mandate in King, Pierce and Snohomish counties over outbreak 


By HANNAH FURFARO, JOSEPH 
O’SULLIVAN, NEAL MORTON 
AND DAHLIA BAZZAZ 

Seattle Times staff reporters 


On Thursday, Gov. Jay Inslee 
canceled school for more than a 
month. 

The mandatory closure, which 
will take effect in King, Snohomish 
and Pierce counties starting March 
17, was Inslee’s latest step in his 
fight to contain the novel coronavi- 
rus, which as of late Thursday had 


killed 31 and infected 457 in Wash- 


ington state. 
Inslee used an executive order to 
shutter K-12 public and private 


schools in those counties through 
April 24. Schools could reopen by 
that following Monday, April 27, 
but the closure could last longer, 
depending on the outbreak, offi- 
cials said. 

“Our [school] systems need to be 
prepared for a potentially longer 
closure in the near term and [with- 
out a vaccine] we have to be pre- 
pared that this is back in the fall or 
still with us in the fall,” said state 
schools chief Chris Reykdal. 

The school announcement 
touched off a wave of other chang- 
es, efforts to slow the spread of 
coronavirus that will change the 


rhythm of daily life in the Puget 
Sound region. The changes came 
on the heels of the illness’s increas- 
ing medical toll: As of Thursday 
afternoon, King County had 270 
confirmed cases, including 27 
deaths. 

At least 25 of the deceased were 
associated with nursing homes and 
other residential or care communi- 
ties. 

Public Health — Seattle & King 
County said it expects the number 
of cases to double every five to 
seven days as the disease spreads, 
though the agency hopes residents 
will help slow its progress through 
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social distancing measures and by 
staying home when sick. 
As the number of confirmed 


cases grew, though, so did the 
number of people tested for the 
illness locally. UW Medicine’s lab 
testing for COVID-19 pushed 
through 1,300 tests Tuesday and 
could be doing 4,000 a day by next 
week. 

Mayor Jenny Durkan announced 
that the Seattle Public Library 
would close all of its locations; 
Seattle Parks and Recreation will 
close all community centers, pools, 
environmental learning centers 
and other recreation facilities. In its 
announcement, the city estimated 
that keeping all of these spaces and 

See > SCHOOLS, A9 


Brazilian who met Trump has virus 


ALAN SANTOS / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
EXPOSED?: In this March 7 photo, taken at a dinner party at President Donald Trump’s Florida resort, Trump stands with Brazil's 
President Jair Bolsonaro. Standing behind Trump and peering over his shoulder is Bolsonaro’s press secretary, Fabio Wajngarten — 
who tested positive for the new coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, a few days after the trip. Trump will not be tested for the coronavirus, nor 
will Vice President Mike Pence, according to the White House. > SEE STORY, a4 


Stocks plunge by the 
most since fall of 1987 


The New York Times 


Stocks continued their plunge 
Thursday, as President Donald 
Trump’s latest effort to address the 
coronavirus outbreak — a ban on 
the entry from most European 
countries to the United States — 
disappointed investors who have 
been waiting for Washington to 
take steps to bolster the economy. 

Trading was turbulent, with 
stocks staging a brief comeback as 
investors reacted to the Federal 
Reserve’s decision to offer at least 
$1.5 trillion worth of loans to 
banks to help smooth out the func- 
tioning of the financial markets. 


But the selling picked up again by 
midafternoon. 

The S&P 500 closed down about 
9.5%, its biggest daily drop since 
the stock market crashed in 1987, 
on what came to be known as 
Black Monday. The decline has left 
stocks in the United States firmly in 
a bear market — a term that signi- 
fies a decline of 20% from the most 
recent highs. 

For the Dow Jones industrial 
average, the drop of 10% was also 
its worst since the 1987 stock mar- 
ket crash. 

The travel ban hit shares in Eu- 

See > STOCKS, A6 
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The Boeing logo appears on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange 
on Thursday. Boeing stock closed down $34.24 to $154.84. 


Tom Hanks got sick in a place where testing is a snap 


AUSTRALIA | Actor’s experience reflects 
differing national approaches to pandemic. 


By DAMIEN CAVE 
The New York Times 

SYDNEY — Tom Hanks hada 
cold, or so he thought: slight fever, 
body aches, chills, the usual. 

In the United States, those symp- 
toms may not be enough to get 
tested for the new coronavirus. But 


he and his wife, Rita Wilson, who 
also felt sick, weren’t at home; they 
were in Australia. 

In Australia, testing is free and 
widely available, thanks to early 
and coordinated planning fora 
pandemic. On Thursday, Hanks 
said he and his wife had seen the 


efforts firsthand, as they tested 
positive for the virus. 

“The Medical Officials have 
protocols that must be followed,” 
Hanks wrote in an announcement 
he posted on Twitter, choosing 
capital letters for his new acquain- 
tances. “We Hanks’ will be tested, 
observed and isolated for as long 
as public health and safety re- 
quires.” 

Hanks is now the public face of a 


pandemic’s widening reach. What 
was once a national problem for 
China, where the novel coronavi- 
rus, SARS-CoV-2, originated and 
soon killed thousands, has become 
an international stress test for 
public health performance. 

Some countries, like the United 
States, are looking increasingly ill 
prepared, or, in the case of Italy, 
fighting to avoid being over- 

See > AUSTRALIA, A10 


Crisis strains 
capacity of 
Seattle area 
hospitals to 
deliver care 


By EVAN BUSH AND DANIEL GILBERT 
Seattle Times staff reporters 

Amid the first signs that the novel 
coronavirus was spreading in the 
Seattle area, a senior officer at the 
University of Washington Medical 
Center sent an urgent note to staff- 
ers. 

“We are currently exceptionally 
full and are experiencing some 
challenges with staffing,” Tom 
Staiger, UW Medical Center’s medi- 
cal director, wrote Feb. 29. He 
asked hospital staff to “expedite 
appropriate discharges asap,” re- 
flecting the need for more beds. 

That same day, health officials 
announced King County’s — and the 
nation’s — first death from the coro- 
navirus. Now as cases of virus- 
stricken patients suffering from 
COVID-19 multiply, government 
and hospital officials are facing the 
real-life consequences of shortcom- 
ings they've documented on paper 
for years. 

Medical supplies have run low. 
Administrators are searching for 

See > HOSPITALS, A8 


Federal, state 
aid might not 
save some 
businesses 


By PAUL ROBERTS 
Seattle Times business reporter 

Like many small-business owners 
in the Seattle area, Margo Engberg 
has taken a serious hit during the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Sales at the five local locations of 
her gourmet baking company, 
PinkaBella Cupcakes, have fallen so 
sharply since the first local virus 
cases were announced last month 
that on Wednesday she laid off 12 
of her 15 bakery workers and cut 
hours for her 45 part-time staff. 

The one bright spot, Engberg 
said, was news that local govern- 
ment agencies were rolling out 
emergency measures to help com- 
panies survive the outbreak. 

But Engberg was painfully aware 
that such aid won't replace con- 
sumer spending. If Engberg’s cus- 
tomers don’t come back soon, she 
said, “we won't need any tax 

See > BUSINESSES, A7 
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